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Relevance of the topic. At the beginning of the twenty-first century, the international system has been undergoing profound and multidimensional transformations. Within the geopolitical landscape, the growing prominence of emerging centers of power has contributed to the increasing complexity of the global governance architecture and to the development of multilayered interdependence among states. Concurrently, a range of non-traditional security challenges has emerged and expanded, necessitating coordinated and collective responses from the international community. At the same time, key global financial institutions established in the post-war period and historically operating under the dominant influence of Western powers, particularly the United States, are undergoing processes of structural reform and institutional adaptation.
In recent decades, the global order has experienced significant geopolitical and economic transformations, which have directly influenced the interaction between major global actors such as the United States and China. In the context of evolving international political dynamics, shifts in the global economy, rapid technological advancement, and the changing role of international organizations, the analysis of these relations has gained increasing scholarly relevance. The United States and the People’s Republic of China occupy central positions within contemporary global political and economic structures. While China seeks to expand and consolidate its influence within the international system, the United States continues to maintain its traditional leadership role in global governance and international economic institutions.
The object of this study is the relations between the United States and China in the context of the transformation of the global order.
The aim of dissertation is to identify and analyze the theoretical and methodological aspects of studying U.S.-China relations amidst the transformation of the global order. 
To achieve the aim of dissertation the following objectives must be addressed in the study:
· to systematize the main theoretical approaches used in contemporary international studies in the context of the United States and China;
· to examine the conceptual and methodological foundations for the analysis of US–China relations under conditions of global transformations;
· to identify the impact of the transformation of the world order on the development of the theoretical and methodological foundations of international relations research;
· to investigate the transformation of US–China relations in the context of changes in the structure of the world order;
· to conduct a comparative analysis of the main theoretical interpretations of the dynamics and stages of development of US–China relations;
· to identify the methodological features of analyzing the factors, contradictions, and trends in US–China relations;
· to systematize the existing theoretical foundations and methodological approaches to the study of US–China relations under conditions of transformation of the world order;
· to develop a systemic model for the analysis of US–China relations in the context of global transformations;
· to examine the possibilities of applying geoeconomics as a methodological tool for analyzing US–China relations under conditions of transformation of the world order.
The research methods and approaches are based on a broad body of diverse documents and materials, which can be classified into several main categories:
General scientific methods. Systems analysis – the study of US–China relations as part of the global political system, identifying interconnections between economic, political, and military dimensions. Historical method – the analysis of the evolution of US–China relations, identifying trends and patterns. Comparative analysis – the comparison of the foreign policy strategies of the United States and China, as well as their economic and military indicators. Modeling method – forecasting possible scenarios for the development of interstate relations.
Special methods of political analysis. Content analysis – the study of official documents, leaders’ speeches, media publications, and analytical reports. Discourse analysis – the examination of political rhetoric, diplomatic statements, and strategic doctrines. Geopolitical analysis – the study of the strategic interests of the United States and China and their impact on the international order. Methods of international relations analysis. Neorealist approach – the assessment of conflicts of interest, balance of power, and arms competition. Liberal approach – the study of the role of international organizations, economic interdependence, and diplomacy.
Constructivist approach – the examination of the influence of identities, ideologies, and political culture. Empirical methods. Statistical data analysis – the study of economic indicators, military expenditures, and trade relations. Expert assessment method – the incorporation of the opinions of analysts, political scientists, and diplomats.
Main provisions submitted for defense. The study has produced the following findings, which possess both theoretical and practical significance for the further development of international relations and strategic studies:
1. Contemporary international studies of US–China relations are based on a комплекс of theoretical approaches, including realism, liberalism, constructivism, power transition theory, as well as geopolitical and geoeconomic concepts, each of which reveals particular aspects of the strategic interaction between the United States and China. 
2. The analysis of US–China relations requires the application of comprehensive conceptual and methodological foundations that make it possible to examine them as a multidimensional political-economic and international-systemic process reflecting the characteristics of global great-power rivalry. 
3. The transformation of the world order directly influences the development of the theoretical and methodological foundations of international studies, manifested in increasing interdisciplinarity and the reconsideration of traditional analytical models of world politics. 
4. The evolution of US–China relations is closely connected with changes in the structure of the world order, the redistribution of the global balance of power, and the transformation of the mechanisms of interaction among leading powers within the international system. 
5. A comparative analysis of theoretical interpretations of the dynamics of US–China relations makes it possible to identify their essential differences and common characteristics, as well as to determine the analytical potential of various academic schools in explaining the contemporary stage of US–China rivalry. 
6. The methodological analysis of the factors and trends in the development of US–China relations confirms their multidimensional nature, encompassing political, economic, military-strategic, technological, and ideological dimensions. 
7. A systemic model for analyzing US–China relations under conditions of global transformations provides a holistic understanding of their development through the integration of international-political, geoeconomic, and comparative-analytical approaches. 
8. Geoeconomics serves as an important methodological tool for the study of US–China relations, enabling an understanding of the role of economic interdependence, technological competition, trade strategies, and sanctions mechanisms in the transformation of global US–China rivalry. 
Thus, the set of presented propositions forms a coherent theoretical and methodological concept for the study of US–China relations, based on a synthesis of political and geoeconomic approaches, which ensures the scientific and practical significance of the research findings.
Scientific novelty of the research. The scientific novelty of the research lies in the comprehensive theoretical and methodological analysis of US–China relations under conditions of transformation of the world order. For the first time, the principal paradigms of international relations have been systematized and comparatively examined in relation to the foreign policy strategies of the United States and China. The study reveals the specific application of these approaches to key strategic regions (Taiwan, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, Africa, and Latin America). The epistemological potential of major theoretical schools in explaining US–China trade, economic, and technological rivalry has also been refined.
The main elements of the scientific novelty include:
· the systematization of the principal theoretical approaches in contemporary international studies within the context of analyzing US-China relations, revealing the specific application of realism, liberalism, constructivism, power transition theory, and geopolitical and geoeconomic concepts to the study of US-China interaction; 
· the identification of the conceptual and methodological foundations for analyzing US-China relations under conditions of global transformations, enabling the study of contemporary strategic rivalry between the United States and the PRC as a complex political-economic and international-systemic process; 
· the identification of the impact of the transformation of the world order on the development of the theoretical and methodological foundations of international studies, expressed through the expansion of interdisciplinary approaches and the reconsideration of traditional analytical models in international relations research; 
· the examination of the transformation of US-China relations in the context of changes in the structure of the world order, demonstrating the interrelationship between the evolution of the international system, the redistribution of the global balance of power, and changes in the nature of US-China interaction; 
· the comparative analysis of theoretical interpretations of the dynamics and stages of development of US-China relations, identifying their common and distinctive characteristics, as well as their analytical capacities in explaining the contemporary model of rivalry between the two powers; 
· the determination of the methodological features of analyzing the factors, contradictions, and trends in the development of US-China relations, including the political, economic, military-strategic, technological, and ideological dimensions of bilateral interaction; 
· the development of a systemic model for the analysis of US-China relations in the context of global transformations, based on a comprehensive combination of international-political, geoeconomic, and comparative-analytical approaches; 
· the substantiation of the possibilities of applying geoeconomics as a methodological instrument for the study of US-China relations, revealing the role of economic interdependence, technological competition, trade strategies, and sanction-based instruments in the transformation of US-China relations.
Theoretical and practical significance of the dissertation research. The theoretical and practical significance of the dissertation lies in the development and deepening of scientific understanding of the nature and dynamics of US–China relations in the context of the transformation of the world order. The conducted research contributes to the expansion of the methodological framework for analyzing international relations, supplementing existing theoretical approaches with new empirical data and conceptual conclusions.
First, the findings of the study make it possible to refine the applicability of traditional theories of international relations to the analysis of strategic interaction between the United States and the PRC, identifying their limitations and potential under conditions of a changing global architecture. In particular, the study demonstrates how the concepts of the balance of power, hegemonic stability, and complex interdependence correspond to contemporary realities of US-China rivalry.
Second, the research contributes to the development of the concept of world order transformation by clarifying its structural parameters and possible scenarios of evolution. In this context, the study examines how the United States and China formulate new political and economic strategies and what institutional mechanisms are employed to adapt to changes in the global system.
Third, the research expands the understanding of mechanisms of geoeconomic confrontation, demonstrating how trade wars, technological sanctions, and competition for critical resources influence the redistribution of power in international relations. In this regard, the study contributes to the development of interdisciplinary approaches by integrating methods of political economy, strategic analysis, and international law.
Thus, the conducted research not only complements existing theoretical models of international relations but also forms a foundation for further studies of global competition, strategic interaction among leading powers, and prospects for changes in the global political and economic structure.
Practical significance. The practical significance of the study is due to its contribution to the development of recommendations for government agencies, diplomatic agencies, think tanks and international organizations dealing with foreign policy, international security and economic cooperation. Firstly, the results of the study can be used in the field of foreign policy analysis and strategic forecasting to assess the prospects for the development of US-China relations. The identified patterns and trends will allow government agencies to more effectively develop long-term strategies for interaction with the US and China, taking into account their impact on global security and the economy. Secondly, the study has practical value for diplomatic activity, since it highlights the mechanisms of international negotiations, trade agreements and sanctions policy. The findings can be used in developing recommendations to minimize the risks of geopolitical instability and create platforms for dialogue between the US and China. Third, the work is of interest to businesses and international corporations involved in global supply chains and investment activities. An analysis of key aspects of economic rivalry between the United States and China will help companies adapt to changes in trade relations, sanctions policies, and technological competition. Fourthly, the results of the study can be applied in educational and scientific activities, including the development of courses on international relations, global politics and foreign policy of leading powers. economics and geopolitics. The data and conclusions obtained can contribute to the training of specialists in the field of international politics and diplomacy. Thus, the study has practical significance for a wide range of stakeholders, including government agencies, diplomatic structures, think tanks, the business community and the academic community.
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The structure of the dissertation includes an introduction, three chapters containing nine paragraphs, a conclusion, as well as a list of used sources and literature. 



